                                                   HKAES President’s Report 2011-2012
1) New Fellows :

At the 18th Annual General Meeting held on 20th December 2011, one new Fellow was elected. He was Ir Prof. Kwok Hoi Shing.

2) Four Council Meetings were held during the session : 
67th Council Meeting on 20th January 2012

68th Council Meeting on 30th April 2012

69th Council Meeting on 27th July 2012

70th Council Meeting on 22nd October 2012

3) HKAES Distinguished Lectures :
The 4th HKAES Distinguished Lectures was held on 2nd June 2012 with details as follows:

Speaker:
Prof. Yixin Yu (Chinese Academy of Engineering)

                 
Prof. Felix Wu (Hong Kong Academy of Engineering Sciences)

Date: 
2nd June 2012

Time: 
9:00 am to 11:30 am

Venue: 
City University of Hong Kong

Title: 
“Smart Grids: Promises, Opportunities and Challenges”

The event started with a welcome address by the President, Ir Professor Joseph H W Lee, followed by an opening speech by the Guest of Honour, Ir Professor Kuo Way, President of the City University of Hong Kong and Fellow of the Academy. Chaired by Ir Dr Andrew Chan, the Lecture was well-received by some 200 participants; it helped the Academy establish a very positive image to the society. “Smart Grids” was considered to be a very relevant subject to Hong Kong and the Academy was in a good position to advise the Government in the development of smart grids in Hong Kong in the years ahead. Before closing, Ir Edmund Leung, Fellow of the Academy gave a vote of thanks on behalf of the Academy and the President presented souvenirs to the speakers.

The 4th Distinguished Lecture was supported by the City University of Hong Kong. 

4) HKAES Position Paper on Science and Technology Policies for Hong Kong
It was reported in the 18th AGM that “The Science and Technology (S&T) Forum: Innovation for the Future of Hong Kong and the Pearl River Delta” co-organized with HKUST and HKIS was held during 1-2 December 2011.  The forum was considered a success both in terms of publicity for the Academy and engaging HKAES Fellows in contributing to the formulation of the forum as well as setting the agenda of the forum discussion with the Academy’s S&T position paper.  The HKAES Position Paper on Science and Technology Policy for Hong Kong was published in the programme booklet of the Forum and was widely distributed. Subsequently, the Executive Summary of the S&T Forum (which embodies the HKAES position paper) was uploaded onto the HKUST’s website.   HKAES was given the hyperlink for accessing the HKUST’s website. The HKAES position paper had also been uploaded onto the HKAES website. 

Copies of the HKAES Position Paper had been sent to the three candidates for the Chief Executive of HKSAR, namely, Mr. Ho Chun Yan, Mr. Leung Chun Ying and Mr. Henry Tang Ying Nin for their information and reference. 
5) Meeting with Mr. Leung Chun Ying – one of the three candidates for the Chief Executive of HKSAR
Together with a copy of the HKAES Position Paper on “Science and Technology policy for Hong Kong”, a letter was sent by the President to each of the three candidates expressing our interest to meet them for further discussion on the position paper and related matters.  In the end the Academy met only with Mr. Leung Chun Ying.  
The meeting was arranged on 16th February 2012 at Mr. Leung’s Election Campaign Office. The President, Prof. Joseph Lee and eight other Fellows including Prof. YL Choi, Dr Andrew Chan, Dr TL Ng, Ir James Chiu, Prof. JM Ko, Ir CK Chow, Ir HS Kwong and Prof. CP Wong attended the meeting with Mr. Leung Chun Ying. Mr. Leung was presented with a copy of the Academy publication – “The First Fifteen Years”. The meeting lasted about an hour; there was a good discussion and exchange of views on various issues including the future directions of S&T policy, the needs for infrastructure projects for development of Hong Kong, and Mainland-Hong Kong co-operation.  

HKAES Position Paper on Handling of Engineering Matters in Court

In the 68th Council Meeting, Prof. Y L Choi presented a paper entitled “HKAES Position paper on Handling of Engineering Matter in Court” for members’ discussion. Members in general supported the argument points proposed by Prof. Choi and his advocacy of setting up a high level Engineering Tribunal in the judiciary system of Hong Kong. As a result, Prof. Choi was asked by the Council to work with Ir James Chiu to come up with a “lay” article for publication. 

In November, an article both in English and Chinese entitled “Enhancing Engineering Excellence in Hong Kong through the establishment of an Engineering Tribunal” was completed and submitted to selected media including SCMT for publication. In addition to email circulation to engineers and related professionals, hard copies of the article were mailed to selected target readers.        
6) Guest Speakers for Academy’s Dinners after Council Meetings 
In a monthly meeting of the Executive Committee, it was agreed that it would be useful, as a practice in the future, to invite important persons in town to the Academy Dinner as guest speakers after the Council Meeting. It was believed that the proposed practice would help the Academy get a better exposure to society leaders and also strengthen our links and interactions with various sectors of the society.  The Council endorsed the ideas in its 68th Council Meeting and further suggested to invite all Fellows to join the dinner after the Council Meeting if they so wish.
                        Guest Speaker                                                                 Academy Dinner 

Mr. Richard Lancaster, Managing Director of CLP
the 68th Council Meeting

Mr. David Foster, Director of Croucher Foundation
the 69th Council Meeting

The Hon. Paul Chan, Secretary for Development, HKSAR   
the 70th Council Meeting 

7) Task Forces on Clean Energy and Task Force on Land Development 
In the 67th Council Meeting, members in general agreed to give more thoughts on the suggestions raised by the Fellows attending the 18th AGM and to come up with an action plan for the coming year. Member supported that it would be useful for the future development of the Academy if eventually a few groups could be formed based on the discipline strength of our Fellows.
It was proposed in the 68th Council Meeting to form two Task Forces in the Academy, namely the “Clean Energy Task Force” and “Land Development Task Force” with Prof. Felix Wu/Dr Andrew Chan and Prof. Y L Choi as Conveners respectively. It was expected that these two Task Forces would focus on studying related areas in Clean Energy and Land Development being important to Hong Kong in the next few years. 

8) Co-organize the 2012 International Ecotronics Symposium 
Over the last decade, a tremendous amount of research effort has been devoted to a board range of applications and technologies in generating energy and saving the environment. HKUST Centre for Ecotronics will organize the 2012 International Ecotronics Symposium in Hong Kong in 16-18 December 2012. The Academy was invited to be the co-organizer. 

The Symposium is one of the APAM (Asia Pacific Academy of Materials) Topical Meeting on Electronics, Energy and Environment. APAM is headquartered in Novosibirsk (Russia).
9) Professor Wilson Tang Memorial Symposium –

Professor Wilson H. Tang, Fellow and Past Vice President of the Hong Kong Academy of Engineering Sciences passed away on 5th January 2012 in USA.  To commemorate and honor the lifetime contributions of Professor Wilson H. Tang, the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering of HKUST organized a Professor Wilson Tang Memorial Symposium on 15th December 2012, at the Conference Hall of the Hong Kong Productivity Council Building, convening a highly distinguished set of invited speakers, both local and international, to revisit and build upon Wilson’s research areas. Some of them will also reflect on their personal friendship with Wilson.

Wilson is an international leader in the field of engineering uncertainties and reliability analysis. He had led the profession in pioneering the use of reliability based methods for risk mitigation and design in various areas, particularly in geotechnical engineering.
The Academy was invited to sponsor the Symposium. Three Fellows of the Academy, namely Professor C F Lee, Professor Joseph Lee and Dr Jack Pappin was invited as the speakers of the Symposium.        
10) Symposium on Intelligent City – 
A one-day Symposium on Intelligent City (iCity), initiated by Professor Wang Zhongtuo, Fellow of the Chinese Academy of Engineering (CAE) and organized by the South China University of Technology was held on 3rd December 2012 in Guangzhou. Professor Wang, on behalf of the Symposium organizer, invited Fellows of the Academy attending the Symposium to share their views and experiences. 
Recently, CAE had set up a big project on “Strategy of Development of Intelligent Cities in China” in which Professor Wang’s team was taking up a sub-project about the development and influence of Science and Technology on intelligent cities in China. Professor Wang would welcome our ideas and views on the meaning of iCity, the framework of an iCity and the role of science and technology in the development of iCity. Currently, Hong Kong’s most pressing issues in public policy are high housing price and wealth gap. Development and influence of science and technology as well as urbanization are both at the root of solving these problems. As Professor Wang’s proposal is in line with our action plan – to study the appropriate actions for formulating Hong Kong’s urban development strategy, the Executive Committee decided to accept the invitation at its monthly meeting in November 2012.

A delegation of HKAES was formed to attend the Symposium in which three presentations were given by our Fellows - “From Urbanization to Intelligent City” by Professor YL Choi, “Opportunities and Challenges in Smart Cities” by Professor Lionel Ni and “Green Cities” by Dr Andrew Chan. Professor HK Lam, Chair Professor of the Hong Kong Polytechnic University was invited by the Academy to join the delegation and gave a presentation on “Intelligent Transport”. Two other Fellows, Ir Francis Bong and Ir James Chiu also attended the Symposium and joined the discussion.      
Prof. Joseph, H W Lee

President

Hong Kong Academy of Engineering Sciences

4th December 2012    

