HKAES President’s Report 2012-2013
1) New Fellows:

At the 19th Annual General Meeting held on 18th December 2012, six new Fellows were elected. They are:

1. Prof. Chow, Wai Ki

2. Prof. Lu, Jian

3. Prof. Wai, Ping Kong Alexander

4. Prof. Wong, Wing Shing

5. Prof. Woo, Chung Ho

6. Prof. Zhang, Tong Yi

2) Four Council Meetings were held during the session:

71st Council Meeting on 26th February 2013 

72nd Council Meeting on 16th April 2013

73rd Council Meeting on 29th July 2013

74th Council Meeting on 21st October 2013
3) Three Academy Dinner were held during the session: 
                  Academy Dinner                                                            Guest of Honour

1st Academy Dinner on 16th April 2013                          Ir Dr The Hon. Lo Wai Kwok

2nd Academy Dinner on 29th July 2013                           The Hon. Ms Regina IP Lau Suk Yee
3rd Academy Dinner on 21st October 2013                     Ms Christine, Loh Kung Wai

Each of the Academy Dinners held after the Council Meetings was well-attended by over 20 Fellows who engaged in an active dialogue with the Guest of Honour. 
4) HKAES Position Paper on “Enhancing Engineering Excellence in Hong Kong through the establishment of an Engineering Tribunal”     
It was reported in the 19th AGM that an article both in English and Chinese entitled “Enhancing Engineering Excellence in Hong Kong through the establishment of an Engineering Tribunal” was completed and submitted to selected media including SCMT for publication. In addition hard copies of the article were mailed to the relevant government departments as well as selected individuals. 

The Academy received a formal reply from the Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development stating that the HKAES’s suggestion of setting up an Engineering Tribunal had been referred to the Judiciary for consideration. A formal reply was later received on 5th May 2013. Prof. Y L Choi kindly prepared a formal reply in response to the points made by the Judiciary. However, it was considered prudent to seek the views of the Chief Justice Ma first before sending out our response. Ir James Blake agreed to contact the Chief Justice and a meeting will be arranged in due course. 
5) The First International Forum on Smart Cities and Systems” 
The First International Forum on Smart Cities and Systems which was held on 26th March 2013 at Charles Kao’s Auditorium of Hong Kong Science Park. HKAES was invited to be a co-sponsor together with the Chinese Academy of Engineering and the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Prof. Yangsheng Xu, Vice President of the CUHK was the Chairman of the Forum. Prof. Xu is also a Fellow of HKAES.

Prof. Joseph Lee, President of HKAES was invited to give a speech at the opening ceremony. Dr Andrew Chan and Prof Jian Lu of HKAES were invited to give a presentation to the Forum. 
6) 2013 Annual Meeting of CAETS  
The Academy was invited by the Hungarian Academy of Engineering to attend the 2013 Annual Meeting of CAETS (International Council of Academies of Engineering and Technological Sciences) which was held in Budapest, Hungary from 26 to 28 June 2013. In the 72th Council Meeting, the Council endorsed forming a delegation to attend the meeting. 

The delegation was headed by the President, Prof. Joseph Lee and the other delegates were Dr Andrew Chan, Prof. C C Chan and Prof. Jian Lu. In attending the 2013 Annual Meeting of CAETS, the delegation got a very good opportunity to promote HKAES and established useful dialogue with many academies including the Chinese Academy of Engineering (CAE), Royal Academy of Engineering (RAE) in the UK, the US National Academy of Engineering (NAE) and the National Academy of Technology of France (NATF).  
7) Patronage of HKAES by the Chief Executive of HKSAR
On behalf of the Academy, the President, Prof. Joseph H W Lee cordially invited The Honorable C Y Leung, Chief Executive of HKSAR, to be the Patron of the Hong Kong Academy of Engineering Sciences. The Chief Executive was pleased to accept the invitation in his reply on 27th June 2013. The Patronage of HKAES by the Chief Executive was a good start for enhancing the formal engagement with HKSAR Government.  
8) Academy Retreat 2013 – 6th July 2013

In light of the discussion in the last AGM held in December 2012, a brief paper for the proposed retreat on “Re-examine the Core Mission and the Role of HKAES” prepared by the President, Prof. Joseph H W Lee, was discussed in the 72nd Council Meeting. It was agreed that the first Academy Retreat be held from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, on Saturday, 6th July 2013 at the Hong Kong Club.   

To facilitate a better preparation for the Academy Retreat, an interview of the Founding President, Sir S Y Chung was arranged at The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology on 21st May 2013.  Prof. Joseph H W Lee, Prof. Y L Choi and Prof. J M Ko attended the interview.    
In the Opening Remark of the Academy Treat, the President gave a brief overview and update on “The Hong Kong Academy of Engineering Sciences”, and highlighted some recent development of the Academy.
There were two sessions in the Academy Retreat:

 Session 1 was on “Re-examine the mission and role”. Dr H K Cheng and Prof. C F Lee led the discussion as facilitators and gave a brief-wrap-up at the end.

Session 2 was on ”The way forward” which was facilitated by Dr Andrew Chan and Prof. C C Chan. To kick-off the session, Dr Andrew Chan gave a report on the recent attendance by the HKAES at the Annual Meeting of the International Council of Academy of Engineering and Technological Sciences (CAETS) in Budapest held in June 2013, during which four HKAES Fellows met with several leading national engineering academies. Prof C C Chan offered SWOT analysis of the Academy. They then led the subsequent discussion and gave a wrap-up at the end.

To conclude the Retreat, Prof. Joseph H W Lee gave brief closing remarks.

A total of 20 (37%) HKAES Fellows participated in the Retreat.  A Summary Report of the Academy Retreat was written and distributed to all Fellows. 

In the 73rd Council Meeting held on 29th July 2013, the President proposed and members agreed to set up the following groups with an appointed Fellow as the convener of each group for the follow-up actions of the Academy Retreat in the coming year: 

1) Enhancing the formal engagement with HKSAR Government – Prof. J H W Lee

2) Enhancing the work of the Academy – Ir T C Chew

3) Revitalizing relationship with HKIE – Ir James Blake

4) Enhancing international Collaboration – Dr Andrew Chan 
9) HKAES Distinguished Lecture:

The 5th HKAES Distinguished Lecture was held on 9th November 2013 with details as follows:

Speaker:   Prof. Andy Hopper (Royal Academy of Engineering)

                   Prof. Lionel Ni (Hong Kong Academy of Engineering Sciences)

Date:         Saturday, 9th November 2013 

Time:        10:00 am – 12:30 pm

Venue:      The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Title:          Smart City – Computing for the Future of the Planet

We are moving into a world of digital ubiquity, where technology is increasingly integrated into our lives, society and the urban systems. Smart Cities and Big Data promise efficiency, wellbeing and opportunities but at the same time raise security concerns. What role can computing play for a sustainable future of our planet? This lecture brings together two leading experts from the two Academies to rethink the potentials and limitations of the new frontiers.

The Distinguished Lecture was organized by the HKAES in collaboration with the RAE, sponsored by the MTR and PolyU, and supported by the HKIE and the IET.

The event started with an opening speech by the President, Ir Prof. Joseph H W Lee, followed by a welcome address by the Guest of Honour, Ir Prof. Timothy Tong, who is the President of the Hong Kong Polytechnic University and Council Member of the Academy.  Chaired by Dr Andrew Chan, the lecture was well-attended by some 250 participants. It helped the Academy establish a very positive image in the engineering community as well as the society. Before closing, Ir T C Chew, Council Member of the Academy proposed a vote of thanks on behalf of the Academy and the President presented souvenirs to the speakers.
10) HKAES remembers Ir Dr Ng Tat Lun  SBS; FHKEng:
The Academy is saddened that our dear friend Dr Ng Tat- lun has left us. Dr Ng was elected to the HKAES in 1997. Dr Ng has served the Academy in various capacities, as Honorary Secretary and then Vice-President. In the past few years, he actively contributed to the strategic planning and public engagement of the Academy. TL is a person of highest standards of integrity – sincere, helpful and inspirational, and always offered well-reasoned balanced views in our Council Meetings. He will be sorely missed for his wisdom, kindness and friendship by many of us at the Academy. 

             Prof. Joseph, H W Lee

President 

Hong Kong Academy of Engineering Sciences

6th December 2013 

